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Hospital go-ahead after 25-year wait

Gentle curves: Shape of the new hospital is captured in the artist's
sketch (above) as the Coldeast site (right) awaits the first digger.

IT'S BEEN hanging around for 25 years
in the waiting room, but this month the
trauma finally ended when the commu-
nity hospital was given the all-clear.

Initially, it will not be a hospital in the true
sense because there are no beds in Phase
1, but there will be space for a two-storey
extension with beds.

The Borough Council’s planners approved
plans for the new hospital at Coldeast with
parking for 120 cars on October 1 and work
should begin soon.

It was hoped that access to the hospital
could have been achieved via Cold East
Way, but both the Primary Care Trust (PCT)
and the Hampshire County Council argued
that this was not possible.

The entrance will be via a new access on
Brook Lane, which will mean some tree loss
although the curved roadway should
ensure that the visual damage will be kept
to a minimum.

Councillor David Swanbrow, Executive

Member for Planning and Transportation,
said: “All traffic studies suggest that traffic
on Brook Lane as a result of the hospital will
be only marginally increased.”

The building will be of single-storey design
in the shape of a gentle curve. It will be built
on a part of the Coldeast site that was
reserved for health facilities in the 2000
Fareham Local Plan Review.

High quality care

The hospital will provide a brand new facil-
ity that will focus on the needs of the local
community and improve patients’ access to
high quality health care close to their
homes.

There will be diagnostic and imaging facil-
ities with space reserved for a mobile MRI
scanner. Services currently provided by the
Sylvan Clinic will transfer to the new facility.

These amenities should save many resi-
dents having to make visits to Gosport or
Portsmouth for diagnosis or treatment.

But |s the progn03|s another quarter century before the beds arrlve’?

Acute conditions will still be treated at
Queen Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth.

Free parking

The PCT originally wanted to charge
patients for using the car park, but after
pressure from local councillors it has been
agreed that the use of the car park will be
free for the first 3 hours.

“This should ensure that most patients vis-
iting the hospital will not have to pay for
parking, but will meet the PCT'’s require-
ment to prevent the car park being used as
a free all-day car park for commuters using
Swanwick Station,” said Councillor
Swanbrow.

He added: “Fareham has waited a long
time for a community hospital. What has
been approved may not yet be all that resi-
dents want but it is a start.

“Further facilities that would normally be
found in a hospital will, hopefully, follow
before another 25 years are up.”

New look West Street wins top award in regional ‘In Bloom’ contest

Town/Small City category at

*Pictured (left to right) volun-

the regional awards ceremo-

FAREHAM'S new-look
West Street won the Best
New Commercial ny in Crawley.

Landscape award in the
South and South East in
Bloom contest.

The day was crowned by
Fareham scooping the over-
all winners prize for the fifth
year running and a gold
medal in the Large

The sensory garden in
Osborn Road won the Best
Small Park category and a
gold medal and the Fareham
in Bloom team won the
Community  Involvement
Award for their outstanding
work over the past 13 years.

teers Heather Othen and
Jean Kingdom, TV gardener
Chris Collins (presented
awards), volunteers Bridget
and Geoff Thickett, Matt
Wakefield (Horticultural
Development Officer)
Councillor Connie Hockley
and Heather Scott (volun-
teer).
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Planning changes
The Government has
changed planning rules
making it easier for
people to  make
changes to their proper-
ty by building exten-
sions, erecting garages
or sheds etc.

From October 1,
many changes no
longer require planning
permission.

For example, you may
be able to build a two-
storey extension on the
back of your house
without planning per-
mission provided it
meets certain guide-
lines.

Well met
A successful ‘Meet the
Cartwrights ~ Supper’

was held in July which
was attended by 32
people, including
Fareham MP Mark
Hoban and his wife,
Fiona. Much needed
funds were raised for
the Association.

Bring and buy

The next social event
will be a Christmas cof-
fee morning with a
bring & buy stall and
tombola to be held on
Saturday, December 6
by kind permission of
Mrs Ann Estlin.

Blue murder
Conservatives are
planning a ‘Murder

Mystery’ evening on
February 28, 2009.

How to join in

Full details of social
events are available
from the Warsash
Conservative
Association secretary
Ruth Cartwright on
01489 578519. If you
would like to become a
member of the Party,
please also contact
Ruth.
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Opening soon: new distributor

road will ease Warsash trafflc

THE NEW distributor
from Dibles
through the old Warsash

Motors site to Warsash |

Road roundabout

should open soon and |
ease traffic flow in the |

area.

Access to
Road from Cutter Avenue
will be closed.

This completes a long-
standing Hampshire
County Council commit-
ment to address the safety
aspects of exiting from

Avenue so close to the bend in

Warsash Road.

County Councillor Keith Evans said:
“The work, which has been completed

Warsash |

Road § &

Almost there: Picture taken earlier this month
shows finishing touches being put to the new link.

Schooner

to schedule, provides a more substan-
tial roundabout with better speed

reduction emphasis and good pedes-

trian walkways from Dibles Road and
the ‘boats’ area.”

Litter louts cost taxpayers £1m a year

WHILE Fareham tax-
payers fork out £1m a
year to clear up litter,
European towns are
exceptionally clean
and tidy compared to
those in Britain.
Executive Member for
Streetscene Councillor
Brian Bayford: “Litter
isn’t casually dropped
as seems to be the
fashion in the UK.”
Fareham Council
spends about £1m
cleaning up litter -
1,213 tonnes of it in
2007-08.

There are over 650 lit-
ter bins in the Borough,
each costing around
£200 a year to empty.

This  year, over
£200,000 has been
spent to provide extra
sweeping machines
and more staff.

A Clean and Tidy
Neighbourhood Fund
has been set up to deal
with areas not in
Council ownership,
where owners cannot
be identified or land is
in multiple ownership.

Funds may be used

towards:
*Cost of removing
litter and fly tipping.
*Cutting back under-
growth on small areas
of abandoned land.
*Removing graffiti
from private property.
eSupporting commu-
nity clean-ups.
Community groups,
including volunteers,
Scouts, Guides, resi-
dents, schools etc, can
apply for up to £500.
You can apply at any
time. Contact 01329
82447/8

No more sitting on fence for noisy teenagers

Seat of problem: Plans are in hand to remove it.

A FENCE is causing offence in
Schooner Way, Warsash.

Youths use the low wooden barrier
bordering the open space opposite
Knights Close as a meeting point and

cause a disturbance.

Councillor Trevor Cartwright said

anti-social behaviour in

Way and other areas of Warsash and

Initially,
plaints of anti-social behav-
iour around Schooner Way
had stayed at a low level,
but over recent weeks youth
nuisance on Schooner Way
had increased due to the fence

Locks Heath had been tack-
led by a joint agency group
set up in 2007 to find solu-
tions and had reduced the

number of incidents by
improving facilities for young
people.

reported com-

becoming a meeting point.

Fareham Council’'s Parks Team is
considering replacing the low fence
with shaped posts which would main-

tain a boundary, while at the same

Schooner

time removing seating opportunities.
No action will be taken until resi-
dents have been consulted.
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County may
face legal
challenge
over gravel
plan decision

THE PROCESS to
bring the County
Council’'s recommen-
dations for mineral
extraction before a
government planning
inspector is effectively
on hold due to apossi-
ble legal hitch.

Although the County
removed  Brownwich
and Chilling from its list
after a storm of protest,
its recommendations
still have to be accepted
by the Government.

This is because of a
claim that the basis of
the recommendations is
‘a County determined’
reduction from that
required by the govern-
ment in their guidance
paper (from 2.3m
tonnes per year down to
1.82m tonnes) which
could render the report
‘illegal’.

It is possible this argu-
ment could be sustained
so the timetable for this
submission is now
dependent on the
progress on the modifi-
cations to the aggre-
gates targets in the
South East Plan.

A fundamental issue is
that if Hampshire's
annual  volume is
reduced another county
will have to accept an
increase.

When plans were
announced earlier in the
year to rip up 740 acres
of countryside right
down to Solent shore to
extract 8m tonnes of
sand and gravel, there
was a public outcry.

Residents formed an
action group -
Campaign Against
Mineral Extraction and
Landfill (CAMEL) — and
packed a public meeting
at Brookfield School.

Western Wards coun-
cillors are still hopeful the
issue will be resolved
favourably.
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Long list of achievements in first year for

Community Action Teams

THE FIRST year of a two-
year pilot project for
Community Action Teams
(CAT) has proved success-
ful, says Councillor Trevor
Cartwright.

“CAT was a new initiative
designed to ensure that the
Council understood the needs
of the Community.

“Five CATs, led by ward
councillors, were set up in the
heart of the local communities
and have successfully provid-
ed a channel for other public
sector partners, such as the
police and the fire and rescue
service to convey key mes-
sages, engage more fully with
the community and hear
about their concerns and
issues,” he said.

Councillor
Executive

Cartwright,
Member for
Service, Performance and
Improvement and Lead
Member for the Community
Action Teams, said CAT meet-
ings had helped the Council
understand what the public
wanted in their communities.

Community involvement

They had also provided an
opportunity to inform resi-
dents of important develop-
ments, enabling community

members to join the Council
and build a better future for
the Borough.

In addition, there had been
the opportunity for residents
and community groups to bid
for funds and improvements
in their localities.

“To date, we have held four
rounds of very successful
CAT meetings and have just
entered the fifth round.

“Residents have told us that
they are concerned about
many issues, including,
among others, speeding
vehicles, driving while using a
mobile ‘phone, graffiti, parking
in Fareham town and sur-
rounding areas, litter and anti-
social behaviour,” he said.

Encouraging survey

From a survey of those
attending CAT meetings,
74.1% said it enabled them to
have a say; 77.6% said the

What a difference: T footbét-h' beside the Stawberry
Fields at Warsash benefited from CAT and County Council
funding. Community volunteers did the work.

meetings met their expecta-
tions; and 79.3% said they
would attend future meetings.

“The last CAT meeting
involved young people, which
should be done more to hear
their views and raise interest
and also help in the communi-
ty,” said Councillor Cartwright.

Neighbourhood initiatives

There are two funding
streams associated with the
CAT project - the
Neighbourhood Initiatives
Fund and the Clean and Tidy
Neighbourhood Fund (see
report in P2).

Here are some of the proj-

ects supported by the
Neighbourhood Initiatives
Fund:

*Equipment for a boxing club
*Blinds, tables and chairs at

a drop-in computer room.
eComputer equipment for a
youth participation project.
*Replacement benches.
*Footpath improvements.
*Flower troughs,
*Multi-media suite at a youth
centre
*Street art project on three
local skate parks.

Cash top-up

Further funding has been
allocated for the next financial
year, topped up to give
£70,000 for Neighbourhood
Initiatives and £30,000 for the
Clean and Tidy
Neighbourhood Fund.

Councillor Cartwright added:
“This has been a very good
year for the start of CAT and |
look forward to further suc-
cess in the coming year.”

WARSASH CONSERVATIVES

We are very active with social and political events and membership drives. If you would like further details, to join us, or
to help in any way such as distribution of In Touch newsletters in your road, please contact your ward councillors.

WARD COUNCILLORS
Warsash

Trevor Cartwright

52 Yarrow Way

Warsash SO31 6XD

Tel: 01489 578519

email: tcartwright@fareham.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Fareham Warsash

Keith Evans
94 Abshot Road Titchfield Common Fareham PO14 4NH
Tel: 01489 582450 Email:keith.evans@hants.gov.uk

Mary Nadolski

32 Warsash Road

Warsash SO31 9HX

Tel: 01489 573776

email: mnadolski@fareham.gov.uk
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MP for | Fareham

As pat of the Consarvative Treesury team, |
spent much time over the summer thinking
about how the Government got usin amess

During the good timesrather then save for
arany day, Gordon Brown continued to bor-
row to the point that he has, according to
datigticdians, breached his own borrowing
rules, which were meant to control govern-
ment finances and are now in tetters. Now
we arein more difficult times, hecan't help
families and businesses to weether the gorm.

How do we put our public finances back
into good order and ensure governments
dick to the rules? We will set up an Office
for Budget Responsihility to keep paliticians
on the sraight and narrow when it comesto
tax and spending. It will be like the old fash-
ioned bank managers, the oneswho would
let you know that you were overdravn and
rather than offering more credit, suggested
you might like to reduce your overdraft and
live within your means That'swhat the
office will do. When Gordon Brown was
overdrawn, like Oliver Twist he asked for
more crediit.

Once we have the public finances beck in
order, we will be ableto do what govern-
ment ismeant to do, which isto be on your
side So when the economy isnot going 0
smoothly, the Government has the money to
help busnesses and families, rather than
doing whet has happened this yeer, raisng
taxes on familieswith big hikes on car tax or
asking smdl companies to cough up more.

Government isnot about flashy gimmicks

ble things thet make red differencesto fami-
lieswhen it matters It isabout reessuring
people that you have got afirm grip on what
is happening. Our Office for Budget
Responsihility showsthat we are serious
about putting our economy right.

*You may contact Mark via his office
14 East Stregt, Fareham PO16 OBN.
Telephone 01329 233573

email: mail@markhoban.com

Free swims for over 60s

But who pays for
10 Drowning Street’s

latest brainwave?

THEY ALWAYS look wonderful on
paper...free bus travel nationwide
for over 60s and now a new [+
Government plan for free swimming
for old and young.

But Labour’s grandiose freebie
schemes have one flaw. Who splashes
the cash in the long run?

Concessionary bus passes are

Ata strok Free-style may take on a new meamng for

already forcing Fareham Council to over 60s at Fareham swimming pool.

swim against a rising financial tide and
Conservative councillors fear free swimming
sessions for under 16s and over 60s will
plunge finances into deep water.

Nationwide bus passes started in April, but
the scheme was not funded properly, leaving
several councils with huge problems.

“In most authorities, the gap will have to be
met by the council taxpayer and the additional
costs could be significant,” said Councillor
David Swanbrow, Executive Member for
Planning and Transportation.

And that is the worry following the
Government's approach to councils asking
them if they are interested in a grant towards
the introduction of free swimming sessions.

Funding has been promised for only the first
two years for the over 60s; no details have
been given for the under 16s group and noth-
ing beyond.

Councillor Connie Hockley, Executive
Member for Community, said: “On the surface,
this seems a wonderful idea provided it is fully
funded and applies only to local residents,
BUT — and there is always a catch in many
schemes proposed by this Government — what
happens after the first two years?

“Is the initial funding sufficient or will the local
taxpayers end up by subsidising another
Government initiative?”

Its the question that's already been
answered in respect of the concessionary
fares debacle, for the Government pays only
43% of the cost in Fareham.

“The cost over the first four months suggests

that by the end of the financial year the Council
is likely to spend at least £280,000 on top of the
£1.5m it budgeted for concessionary travel,
with the possibility it could rise much further.

“This equates to a council tax rise for
Fareham of 5%-6% on its own,” said
Councillor Swanbrow.

Councils have to pay for any pass holder’s
journey starting within their boundaries. For
example, a Gosport resident travelling to
Winchester will have to change at Fareham
and it's Fareham Council which then pays for
the rest of that traveller’s journey.

“The Gosport resident gets the benefit of free
travel, Winchester shops may well benefit, but
all Fareham gets is the biggest slice of the cost
— and the Fareham council taxpayer pays,”
said Councillor Swanbrow, who said the
Council was asking the Government to re-
assess a wholly unfair situation.

The Council has expressed interest to get
funding for free swimming for over 60s, provid-
ed it is restricted to local residents..

Councillor Hockley said the Council was also
interested in operating a scheme for free swim-
ming sessions for under 16s which could be
run during school holidays, but only for
Borough residents and provided it was fully
funded.

The Council also asked the Government for
cash towards the cost of building a new swim-
ming pool in the Western Wards.

She added: “We await the Government's
decision with bated breath.”

and wheezes, it is about doing the dull, seng-

Borough crackdown on untaxed vehicles

THIRTY untaxed vehicles
were clamped and impound-
ed in a two-day crackdown
across the Borough by
Fareham  Council, the
Driving and Vehicle
Licensing Agency and the
police.

A further joint operation was
planned for October.

The DVLA used a vehicle
equipped with  Automatic
Number Plate Recognition

equipment which identified any
untaxed and uninsured vehicle.

The vehicle was then
clamped and a notice attached
stating that it had been seized
and would not be released until
a valid tax disc was obtained.

If a valid tax disc could not be
provided, the vehicle was
towed away to a storage pound
until the owner provided a valid
tax disc

If no tax disc was provided,

Visit our website www.farehamconservatives.org.uk

the vehicle was crushed or, if of
value, was sent to a further
vehicle pound in the Midlands
to be sold

Each day a vehicle is in the
pound charges are incurred by
the owner.

Vehicles shown by the ANPR
camera to be uninsured were
also removed.
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