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We keep In Touch throughout the year - not just at election time

Tories hit the Government with a
‘bunch of fives’ over council tax
What you pay
Band D Properties will
now pay £136.53 pa to
Fareham Borough
Council, with the total bill,
including the County
Council and the emer-
gency services' share,
rising to £1,329.30 pa.  
Band C (the average
property in the Borough),
will respectively pay
£121.36 and £1,181.60.

What you get
Improvements include:
•Play ranger and events
programme (3 year com-
mitment)
•Community safety initia-
tives
•New mechanical road
sweeper
•Two more litter clearing
operatives
•Improved free green
waste collection service
•Free national bus pass
scheme for older resi-
dents starting at 9am
•Every street and foot-
path will be swept and lit-
ter picked at least once
every 10 weeks. 
•Grant to enable
Titchfield Carnival to take
place in 2008

The aims
•To maintain a spending
reserve equal to 5% of
total gross expenditure 
•Continue to minimise
the increase in the  over-
all revenue budget, aim-
ing for a council tax
increase within inflation
(currently 4.1%)  to meet
expectations as
expressed in the resi-
dents’ survey. 

FAREHAM’S Conservatives
have given the Labour
Government a ‘bunch of fives’
after setting Hampshire’s lowest
council tax and a below inflation
rise for the fifth year running.

Councillors of all parties voted in
favour of a 2.98% rise in the
Borough Council’s share of the bill.

And that was again achieved
after getting the usual pittance in
the grant from the Labour
Government, which allocated most
of the spoils ‘oop North’.

Delivering his ninth budget
speech, Council Executive
Leader Councillor Seán
Woodward said they had
achieved this despite the gov-
ernment's lack of funding for
the Borough.

“I have pledged certainty
and stability to our taxpayers,
and I have demonstrated
how next year’s settlement
from Government was one of
the meanest we have seen
for some time. 

“To be fair, the Government
has delivered certainty and stability
with the support they will grant
Fareham until 2011.

All is not rosy  
“John Healey MP has promised a

settlement which provides ‘sus-
tained real terms increases for local
government’, one which is equi-
table and fair.  It all sounds very
rosy for years to come.

“But Mr Healey’s idea of ‘fair’ for
Fareham is a 0.5% increase
despite inflation running at 4.1%.  

“So his promise of a real terms
increase doesn’t seem to stretch
as far as Fareham. 

“It’s a real terms cut which effec-
tively doubles the savings and effi-
ciencies this Council must deliver
to fulfil its council tax pledge, which
residents feel so strongly about.” 

So where is the extra £3 billion

earmarked for
local govern-
ment going?  

“I can tell
you that 93%
of shire dis-
tricts receive
m o r e
Government
support per

head than Fareham and the 20
most favoured district councils will
all receive two to three times as
much support per head as we do.  

“You won’t be surprised to hear
that those lucky authorities are not
on the south coast.  

“The money has, of course, gone
to those in the North – places like
Lancashire (Burnley), Durham
(Easington), Cumbria (Barrow-in-
Furness and Wear Valley).”

Worst in Hampshire 
Fareham receives just £56.09 per

person in Government support –
the worst settlement in Hampshire
– and a long way behind neigh-
bouring Gosport which receives
£92.43 per resident.  

He added: “For the fifth year in a
row, the council tax increase will be
below the rate of inflation, so we

can safely say that 2008 is another
year when the Conservatives have
dealt a bunch of fives to tax hikes.”

Councillor Woodward recognised
the important role the Council plays
in South Hampshire by running the
Partnership for Urban South
Hampshire (PUSH) which he
chairs.

Positive spin-off 
This is a joint committee of 11

local authorities who are demand-
ing adequate support to replace
infrastructure in South Hampshire
and to plan for the housing which
the Government wants  built over
the next 20 years.  

A positive spin-off was the £1m
funding received by the Council to
renovate the western end of West
Street in the town centre.

Fareham leads the country with a
45% recycling rate and has also
achieved its target to provide over
100 affordable homes per year
which are available for low cost
home ownership or for rent.

In contrast to most surrounding
boroughs,  no cuts have been
made to Fareham’s services, while
£800,000 of worthwhile improve-
ments have been introduced.

Simply the best: The Royal Marines Band and
Fareham’s Tories have plenty to celebrate.

Seán Woodward: His 
9th budget speech
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New editor
This edition of In Touch
has a new editor,
Charles Livingstone.  

Charles and his family
have lived in
Portchester for over 20
years and he is well
aware of community
issues.

If there are any mat-
ters you would like to
see covered  in future
issues please do not
hesitate to get in touch.

Unacceptable harm
The planning applica-
tion for 14  dwellings
with  garages, car
parking and landscap-
ing, following demoli-
tion of  buildings at 34-
36 Portchester Road,
was dismissed by a
Government inspector. 

He said the develop-
ment would result in
unacceptable harm to
the character and
appearance of the sur-
rounding area.

Obstruction
Parked cars often
obstruct refuse collec-
tion vehicles trying to
gain access to roads
across the Borough.  

This can result in
crews  having to return
next day hoping that
access will be clear.  

Vehicles that obstruct
are reported to the
Police. 

On collect days
please help refuse
crews by ensuring your
vehicle does not cause
an obstruction.

Healthy walking
Several ‘Walking to
Health’ events are
available during
March.

The free walks are
organised by Fareham
Borough Council and
run by a network of vol-
unteer walk leaders. 

WARD
NEWS

BRIEFS

A COMPETITION to
name new  flats in
Portchester revealed
an interesting bit of
local history.

Pupils at Portchester
Community School
were invited to find a
name with a local con-
nection for the 14 flats
above Lloyds TSB in
West street built by
Portsmouth Housing
Association in part-
nership with Fareham
Council.

Ten-year-old Jack

Rowe produced the
winning entry ‘Pipers
House’, which relates
to the clay pipe facto-
ry once located near-
by.

The Mayor,
Councillor Katrina
Trott, presented Jack
with £50 Woolworths
vouchers. Runners-up
Ryan Lee and
Matthew Noyce, both
Year 8, received £10
vouchers. 

The first floor of the
building was previous-

ly unused office space
and was empty for
several years. 

The Association
bought a long-term
lease from the free-
holder to acquire the
first floor and convert
it, also building a sec-
ond floor to allow
more flats on the site. 

The flats will be
home to tenants from
the Council’s housing
waiting list, through
the Letselect bidding
scheme.

Jack pipes up with winning flats name entry

RESIDENTS around
Cranleigh Road will
heave a collective
sigh of relief to hear
that the area will be
protected from devel-
opment for many
years.

Fareham Council has
persuaded the
Government to accept
its ‘Saved Policies’
application.  

It means that the
Council can retain all
its policies, including
‘local gaps’, and with
its five-year land sup-
ply in place this should
ensure that developers
do not get their diggers
into the Cranleigh
Road area.

In Touch editor
Charles Livingstone is
aware that residents
have been concerned
over rumours that the

Local Gaps Policy was
likely to be dropped as
the Borough Council
moved towards replac-
ing the Local Plan
Review with the new
Local Development

Framework.
Mr Livingstone said:

“The result is that the
Council will oppose
any development on
the site until at least
until 2026.

Staying green: Charles Livingstone surveys the
fields near Cranleigh Road which the council will pro-
tect from development.

Developers’ diggers won’t be
ploughing Cranleigh’s fields

AMUCH-NEEDED family facil-
ity is to be added to the age-
ing Portchester Community
Centre.  

The County Council has ear-
marked resources for the new
‘Sure Start’ extension despite
the 45-year-old building crum-
bling towards the end of its life.  

Internal repairs and mainte-
nance  have to be carried out by
the Community Association
before the County is willing to
build an extension aimed at a

safe environment for children.  
Local Conservative councillors

persuaded the Borough’s
Executive to agree £36,000 for
the repairs and to extend the
lease until the modernisation
has been completed in 2012.

“The Centre is an asset for the
whole community,” said Charles
Livingstone (pictured), “there are
activities and resources to suit
everyone and it may be a case
of ‘If you don’t use it you might
lose it’. 

‘Use it or lose it’ is Charles’ plea for community centre

THERE has been dis-
cussion in the Press
about the profusion
of road signs that, in
many cases, have
been erected by ‘par-
ticular interests’ and
can be confusing.

This applies in
Portchester East as
well as most of the
wards in Fareham
Borough.  

Conversely there is
an argument that there
is a lack of important
signs affecting safety.  

From Mother Kelly’s
to The Seagull there
are 40mph signs every
200yds or so where
that limit applies.  

From Kwik-Fit to the
Community Park,
where a 30mph limit
applies, there are
none apart from where
the limit starts.  Surely
the wrong way round! 

Mention has been
made that the whole
stretch from Kwik-Fit
to The Seagull should
be made a 30mph
zone.  

Councillor Nick
Walker said: “Anyone
concerned with safety
should support such
an idea and insist that
the correct signeage
should be erected so
that the legal confu-
sion over limits on the
Delme flyover is not
repeated.”

Road signs
profusion
must be
sorted out
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ANY PROBLEMS? WE’RE HERE TO HELP

Please write the details here and give the exact location

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Your name ....................................................................................
Address     ....................................................................................

................................................... Postcode..................
Tel ..................................... Email ..................................................
Please cut this out and post it or email or phone your councillors
who are listed here. 

WARD COUNCILLORS

Portchester West

Ernest Crouch
8 East Cams Close
Fareham PO16 8RP
Tel: 01329 232995
email: 
ecrouch@fareham.gov.uk

Nick Walker
Old Mill House
Hospital Lane
Portchester
Fareham PO16 9LT
Tel: 023 9238 4943
email: nwalker@fareham.gov.uk

We are very active with social and political events and membership drives. If you would like further details, to
join us, or to help in any way such as distribution of In Touch newsletters in your road,  please contact your
ward councillors.

PORTCHESTER CONSERVATIVES

Residents’ £12,000 grant to
spruce Portchester precinct 
PARKING and a cash
boost for the precinct
were the main topics  at
the second round of
Community Action
Team (CATs) meetings
in Portchester in
January.

Fifty residents attended
and got the chance to
identify hot spots, where
parking on double yellow lines and
grass verges were causing issues.  

Several people were concerned
about parking outside schools during
drop-off and pick-up times.  

They heard that since taking over
parking enforcement in April 2007,
Fareham Borough Council had regu-
larly deployed parking attendants to
the Portchester area. 

In total, over 230 hours had been
spent in this area of the Borough and
some 145 penalty gharge notices
issued.

Residents received updates showing
a 12.5% reduction in reported crimes
in the Portchester area, and a presen-
tation on fire safety from Hampshire
Fire & Rescue.

Councillor Nick Walker, who chaired
the meeting, said: “I was determined to
ensure that residents had a real
chance to voice their concerns, so I
extended the meeting until all the

issues were raised. 
“As a result, I and the officers present

could learn first hand about the issues
causing most concern.”

A report was given on the progress of
the projects that had been submitted
already for CATs funding. 

Councillor Walker was pleased to
confirm that at the Executive meeting
on February 4 the first bid from resi-
dents in the Portchester CATS area
was considered and £12,000 allocated
for improvements to the precinct.  

It will enable the renewal of four tree
seats and two benches, the painting of
12 lighting columns and re-paving
under seating which has become
uneven due to tree root growth.  

Councillor Walker added: “We are
hoping that this may form part of an
emerging longer term project that will
look at attracting sponsorship for fur-
ther improvements to the precinct, on a
phased approach.”   

THE NEW Standard
Planning Application
Form will be rolled out
across England under
Government manage-
ment, in conjunction
with the Planning
Portal, which provides
planning information
and services online.

From April 6,  the
forms will be the only
official method of sub-
mitting a planning appli-
cation, which is expect-
ed to lead to a significant
rise in applications sub-
mitted online. 

Applications submitted
on existing forms after
this deadline cannot be
accepted by councils.

The Government is
committed to making
the planning system
faster and easier to use. 

It will speed up the
process, enable more
planning services to be
provided online and give
applicants certainty
about the information
they need to provide.

New planning
forms offer
faster on-line
processing WORRIED residents

bombarded the Civic
Offices about 11 plan-
ning notices posted on
lamposts around The
Thicket.

Although they resem-
bled official planning
notices, they had been
fly-posted and had noth-
ing to do with the
Council.

Residents feared
development might be
on the cards at Winnham
Farm, Portchester, which
has been submitted to
the Council by an agent
on behalf of the landown-
er for consideration for
future housing.

The site lies within the
countryside, and the cur-
rent Core Strategy docu-
ment states that green-
field sites are not
required to fulfil our hous-
ing requirement as the
target can be achieved
on previously developed
land.  

A planning officer pho-
tographed the posters
and the enforcement
team was contacted.    

Fly-posters
lead to flood
of inquiries
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Visit our website  www.farehamconservatives.org.uk

IF YOU LISTEN to the forecasters, it would
appear  we are entering uncertain economic
times. The credit crunch, which kicked off in
the US, is having its impact here with many
homeowners facing higher interest rates. 

This compounded with higher energy
prices and increasing taxes means that many
people face a reduction in living standards.

Sadly, this means for many people real chal-
lenges in paying bills and meeting mortgage
repayments. We started to see evidence of this
last year with repossessions increasing by
21% compared to 2006. Nationally, the
Citizens’ Advice Bureau is receiving more
and more queries about debt and seeing 6,600
new debt problems a day.

The Government is compounding the prob-
lem through higher taxes. Because of a short-
fall in Government funding and despite the
best efforts of councils like Fareham, we will
see council tax bills rise faster than inflation.
More tax changes in April such as the dou-
bling of the 10 pence rate to 20 pence will hit
young people and those in their early 60s
hard. The Government can do little to help
those finding it hard to make ends meet
because it borrowed so much in the good
times that it has to keep a tight grip on spend-
ing and taxes in the more uncertain times we
are in now. Prudent management of the
nation’s finances would have given us much
more room for manoeuvre. The Government
has let hardworking families down. 

If you need help to manage finances, you
should contact the CAB or the Consumer
Credit Counselling Service or approach your
bank and building society. 

Mismanagement of the economy by
Gordon Brown and Alistair Darling has a
knock-on effect on our own finances. Their
failure to prepare for a rainy day means that
the heavens could open on us.

•You may contact Mark via his office  
14 East Street, Fareham PO16 0BN.
Telephone: 01329 233573
email: mail@markhoban.com

YYoouurr mmaann iinn
WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr

By 
Mark Hoban

MP for Fareham

OVER 60s and those with
qualifying disabilities will
benefit from an extension
to the hours of the new
national bus concession. 

Free travel will apply from
9am until 12.59am Monday
to Friday for journeys which
start within the borough of
Fareham.

This is an extra two and a
half hours’ free travel each
day as well as the statutory
minimum (which is from
9.30am until 11pm Monday
to Friday and  all times at
weekends and bank holi-
days).

Executive Leader of
Fareham Borough Council,
Councillor Seán Woodward,
said: 

“We have successfully
negotiated this extension
with bus operators to allow
bus pass holders to travel

free from 9am, which is
important for those who have
doctors’ and hospital appoint-
ments.”

From  April 1, people who
qualify will be able to enjoy
free off-peak local bus travel
on buses anywhere in
England.

Existing pass holders do
not need to reapply; their new
pass will be sent to them by
March 31. 

The new national passes
will be valid for five years.
There will be two types:

Passes with a blue stripe
down the right-hand side are
for the over 60s.

Those with the orange strip
are for disabled residents.

In addition to the national
standard scheme, Fareham
will continue to provide £35
worth of tokens for an admin-
istration fee of £5.

This concession is available
to eligible disabled residents
and those currently in receipt
of travel tokens. 

It is offered as an alternative
to the bus pass and is renew-
able annually.

Companion passes are
available for disabled per-
sons who cannot travel
alone. They allow holders
and one companion to travel
free within and directly to and
from the borough of
Fareham.

As this concession is pro-
vided solely by Fareham
Council, it cannot be used in
other areas of England.
Those eligible will receive two
passes – a national standard
pass and a Fareham  Council
pass.

Council wins extended bus pass times

In Touch is published by Portchester
Conservatives, Old Mill House,
Hospital Lane, Portchester PO16
9LT and printed by Chameleon Print,
Unit 3, Palmerston Business Park,
Newgate Lane, Fareham PO14 1DJ.

CRIME figures for
Fareham have fallen
dramatically, thanks
to higher profile
policing and a crack-
down on blackspots.

“We have invested heavily in more bike and
foot patrols and hope you have seen a differ-
ence,” said Borough Commander Chief
Inspector Steve Wallace.

Figures show a 13% decrease for 2007-08
and surveys showed 89% of residents per-
ceive low crime as making Fareham a good
place to live.

“It is safe after dark in Fareham - most vio-
lent offences occur between parties who are
known to each other.

“Criminal damage and graffiti are down 23%
and are a top priority. There are very few drug
related problems in Fareham and a zero toler-
ance approach,” said Chief Inspector
Wallace.

“The Borough alcohol ban is very effective
and we can show it has reduced rowdy and
drunken behaviour. Supply to juveniles is also
a top priority. Unfortunately, parents often pro-
vide the alcohol and some licensed premises
sell to juveniles. 

“We also carry out regular truancy patrols
calling on regular absentees at home.

“We want to know what your neighbourhood
priorities are. Parking, speeding and littering
are the main issues raised. We target  speed-

ing hotspots you raise and 27 tickets were
issued on one day alone.

“Accidents are  down and any speeding
enforcement is based on accidents and
speeding data,” he said.

He appealed for more community intelli-
gence and asked people to use the
Crimestoppers 0800 555111 number.

Fareham Police and the Community Safety
Partnership are committed to make Fareham
even safer, with the Safer Neighbourhood
Teams offering a local presence. 

“One final plea... too many crimes  read
‘Bike left unlocked’, ‘Satnav stolen from
unlocked car’, ‘Entry via unlocked rear door’... 

“We need your help to prevent offences as
most crime is in Fareham is opportunist. 

“We do catch and charge a lot of criminals,
but it is no secret that imprisonment is often a
last resort for the courts and many are
released early.  My advice is to avoid becom-
ing a victim if at all possible.”

Higher police profile leads to
13% Fareham crime fall


