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Tories hit the Government with a
‘bunch of fives’ over council tax

What you pay
Band D Properties will
now pay £136.53 pa to
Fareham Borough
Council, with the total bill,
including the County
Council and the emer-
gency services' share,
rising to £1,329.30 pa.
Band C (the average
property in the Borough),
will respectively pay
£121.36 and £1,181.60.

What you get
Improvements include:
*Play ranger and events
programme (3 year com-
mitment)

*Community safety initia-
tives

*New mechanical road
sweeper

*Two more litter clearing
operatives

eImproved free green
waste collection service
*Free national bus pass
scheme for older resi-
dents starting at 9am
*Every street and foot-
path will be swept and lit-
ter picked at least once
every 10 weeks.

Grant to enable
Titchfield Carnival to take
place in 2008
The aims

*To maintain a spending
reserve equal to 5% of
total gross expenditure

«Continue to minimise
the increase in the over-
all revenue budget, aim-
ing for a council tax
increase within inflation
(currently 4.1%) to meet

expectations as
expressed in the resi-
dents’ survey.

FAREHAM'S  Conservatives
have given the Labour
Government a ‘bunch of fives’
after setting Hampshire’s lowest
council tax and a below inflation
rise for the fifth year running.

Councillors of all parties voted in
favour of a 2.98% rise in the
Borough Council's share of the hill.

And that was again achieved
after getting the usual pittance in
the grant from the Labour
Government, which allocated most
of the spoils ‘oop North'.

Delivering his ninth budget
speech, Council Executive
Leader Councillor Sean
Woodward said they had
achieved this despite the
government's lack of funding
for the Borough.

‘I have pledged certainty
and stability to our taxpayers,
and | have demonstrated
how next year's settlement
from Government was one of

Simply the best: The Royal Marines Band and
Fareham’s Tories have plenty to celebrate.

earmarked for
local govern-
ment going?
“' can tell
you that 93%
of shire dis-
tricts receive

the meanest we have seen
for some time.

Sean Woodward: His
9th budget speech

m o r e
Government

“To be fair, the Government
has delivered certainty and stability
with the support they will grant
Fareham until 2011.

All is not rosy

“John Healey MP has promised a
settlement which provides ‘sus-
tained real terms increases for
local government’, one which is
equitable and fair. It all sounds
very rosy for years to come.

“But Mr Healey's idea of ‘fair’ for
Fareham is a 0.5% increase
despite inflation running at 4.1%.

“So his promise of a real terms
increase doesn't seem to stretch
as far as Fareham.

“It's a real terms cut which effec-
tively doubles the savings and effi-
ciencies this Council must deliver
to fulfil its council tax pledge, which
residents feel so strongly about.”

So where is the extra £3 billion

support  per
head than Fareham and the 20
most favoured district councils will
all receive two to three times as
much support per head as we do.

“You won't be surprised to hear
that those lucky authorities are not
on the south coast.

“The money has, of course, gone
to those in the North — places like
Lancashire (Burnley), Durham
(Easington), Cumbria (Barrow-in-
Furness and Wear Valley).”

Worst in Hampshire

Fareham receives just £56.09 per
person in Government support —
the worst settlement in Hampshire
— and a long way behind neigh-
bouring Gosport which receives
£92.43 per resident.

He added: “For the fifth year in a
row, the council tax increase will be
below the rate of inflation, so we

can safely say that 2008 is another
year when the Conservatives have
dealt a bunch of fives to tax hikes.”

Councillor Woodward recognised
the important role the Council plays
in South Hampshire by running the
Partnership for Urban South
Hampshire (PUSH) which he
chairs.

Positive spin-off

This is a joint committee of 11
local authorities who are demand-
ing adequate support to replace
infrastructure in South Hampshire
and to plan for the housing which
the Government wants built over
the next 20 years.

A positive spin-off was the £1m
funding received by the Council to
renovate the western end of West
Street in the town centre.

Fareham leads the country with a
45% recycling rate and has also
achieved its target to provide over
100 affordable homes per year
which are available for low cost
home ownership or for rent.

In contrast to most surrounding
boroughs, no cuts have been
made to Fareham'’s services, while
£800,000 of worthwhile improve-
ments have been introduced.

We keep In Touck throughout the year - not just at election time
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CATSs success

Fareham Community
Action Team (CAT) has
met three times under
the chairmanship of
Councillor John Bryant.
The main items for
discussion have been
community safety and
on-street parking.
Meetings have been
well supported by the
public.

Lively debate of
issues occurred and
officers and borough
councillors have prom-
ised to take all the
views expressed into
consideration before
final proposals are
made later in the year.

Village forum

The annual Wallington
village forum was well
attended with many
residents putting ques-
tions to the panel com-
prising borough and
county councillors,
police, firefighters and
members of the WVA
committee.

It was the chance for
residents to raise mat-
ters of concern with
those responsible for
determining policy on
issues such as high-
ways and footpaths,
on-street parking, rub-
bish  disposal and
crime.

The panel can be con-
tacted all the vyear
round on any issues of
concern.

Signing off
Unnecessary road
signs on the A32

between Wickham and
West Meon are to be
removed.

There are 283 road
signs at present on this
stretch of road and
county road managers
have agreed that these
are very distracting for
motorists.

Young lords of the ring
share cash bonanza

It's a knock-out! For youngsters and their trainers from Fareham Boxing Club,
but fortunately not for Ray Ellis (third from left) as they celebrate a grant from the
County Councillor's £10,000 good causes Kitty.

ALL AGE GROUPS have benefited
from the £10,000 allocation each
county councillor receives to dish
out to deserving community caus-
es.

County Councillor Ray Ellis
(Fareham Town) has used his grant to
help several local organisations, with
Fareham Boxing Club and Fareham
Scouts top of the list.

He said: “The boxing club grant has
been used to buy a portable boxing
ring; until now the club did not have a
ring in which to practise.

“A  club that has well over 100
teenage members deserves support,
as it provides activities on two nights
a week for young persons who would
otherwise have little to occupy them.

“Similarly, the grants to the scout
movement has improved facilities at
scout huts and has funded recruit-
ment publicity, which is another way
to provide important physical activity
for our teenagers in this age of

increasing obesity.”

Fareham Easy Access Group was
given money to encourage walking
and access, while a grant to fund liter-
ature and banners to encourage buy-
ing Fair Trade goods and farm local
produce has supported the Fareham
Fair Trade Group.

The Parents’ Association of Cams
Hill School has also been supported
to provide challenge facilities for
pupils and to encourage team work-
ing.

Fareham and Gosport Home Start
received a grant to support Christmas
activities for deprived people.

In Touch editor Keith Barton wel-
comed the introduction of these local
county councillor grants.

“I feel that local knowledge is essen-
tial for the cost effective use of HCC
finance. | wish to see money spent on
proper provision for our teenagers as
this provides alternative activity to
‘hanging around in the street’.”

New arrangements for public health forums

CURRENT arrange-
ments for patient and
public involvement
forums will be abol-
ished by the
Government from
April 1, 2008

Public involvement
will be established via
a LINk network involv-
ing all stakeholders.

The new responsibili-
ties will be wider with
power to examine

social service as well
as health provision.

The LINks will be set
up through the County
Council via an inde-
pendent ‘host’ who will
be responsible for
proper participation of
the stakeholders
throughout the County.

Financial accountabil-
ity will be the responsi-
bility of HCC.

The new arrange-

ments are being devel-
oped and it is anticipat-
ed that the new struc-
ture will be in place by
September 2008.

It is essential that
whatever mechanism
be finally agreed that
the expertise of exist-
ing forum members is
not lost and that the
local community main-
tain a voice in any local
decision making.

County is
prepared
to sacrifice
4-star rating

HAMPSHIRE has
been rated a 4-star
County Council by the
Audit Commission.

But it is prepared to
lose that status to make
sure people’s needs
come before
Government perform-
ance targets.

Hampshire manages
to perform well, despite
a Government grant for
2008/9 of only 2% when
the cost of providing
services rose at least
5%. Itis in the top quar-
tile for performance and
almost bottom for fund-
ing, receiving less per
head of population than
the rest of the country.

For example, the grant
is £112 in Hampshire
compared with £328 in
Durham.

County Councillor Ray
Ellis said: “Despite this
greater grant funding
the  council tax in
Durham is over £50
higher.

“Hampshire’s tax had
to be raised by 4.5% to
maintain and improve
the current services.”

Hampshire is also
affected by a
Government decision
not to provide revenue
grant to service interest
on capital allocated as
‘supported borrowing’
for local transport plans,
S0 many road improve-
ment schemes being
cancelled or curtailed.

The County is
assessed on its per-
formance targets which
may suit the
Government’s criteria,
but often do not meet
people’s needs.

Future policy will be to
provide what is neces-
sary for our population,
even if it means not
doing as well in the
Performance
Assessment and risk
losing our current four-
star rating.
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Hants action
team’s work

comes under
scrutiny

AFTER a year of oper-
ation the work and

value of the
Hampshire Action
Team is being
reviewed.

During the year the
team has scrutinised
and commented on pro-
posals for reorganisa-
tion of art centres and
as result of which the
Ashcroft Art Centre was
granted an extended
period in which to adjust
its  operating  pro-
gramme to avoid a radi-
cal change in function.
Other proposals:
*Reorganisation of the
youth service to provide
a better service for
young people in
Fareham and Gosport.
eImprovements to the
A32 corridor and access
to Gosport
sImprovements to the
Quay Roundabout
Provision of a new pon-
toon for the Gosport
Ferry
Public health provision
eLocal transport plan
*Road and path mainte-
nance
Future of Haslar hospi-
tal site
*Revenue and capital
budgets expenditure

Some of these propos-
als have yet to be
finalised. If you wish to
comment contact HAT
chairman County
Councillor Ray Ellis.

Bid to redress Fareham schools funding imbalance

DUE TO shifting population
trends and demographic factors
there is now a mismatch between
school provision in east and west
Fareham.

This results in many children from
Whiteley having to be bussed to
schools outside their area.

Hampshire County Council expen-
diture on school capital programmes
(2005-2008) shows that for

Fareham it is £221.21 per head,
whereas for Basingstoke and Deane
it is £503.58.

The provision of schools per 1000
population in Fareham is 0.33
whereas for Basingstoke and
Deane, East Hampshire and Test
Valley it is 0.45.

Your representatives on the
County Council are working hard to
obtain more funding for Fareham.

Leave your engine running
and face a pollution fine

DON'T leave your engine running. It
builds up pollution, causes unnec-
essary noise, wastes fuel and....in
Fareham it could cost you a £20
fine.

It's one of the ways Fareham Council
is trying to improve air quality by
reducing nitrous oxide levels, particu-
larly on the A32 and in Portland Street.

Drivers who leave engines running in
those areas will get a fixed penalty
fine.

Attempts are also being made to
improve the journey times and air
quality on the A32 corridor by reducing
delays and exhaust fumes caused by
traffic lights and unsuitable round-
abouts.

County Councillor Ray Ellis said: “At
the moment the nitrous oxide levels
are 27% above the acceptable level.

Car sharing will be advised to
decrease congestion and air pollution
on the A32.”

Old Gosport Road roundabout has
been improved and after extensive
test runs using different timings and
the timing of the traffic lights on
Salterns Lane, the lights have been
increased to 180 seconds per cycle to
reduce delay times for traffic on the
A32 which will gain 17.33 minutes of
‘green’ time per hour.

“However, due to increasing number
of vehicles on the A32 the improve-
ment in traffic journey times may only
be temporary.

“Possibilities for improving the layout
of Quay Roundabout are also being
examined, to increase traffic flow
times. Your views on these issues will
be welcomed,” he said.

Now you can map out your pathway to health

The network of updated right-of-way
paths in Hampshire has been incor-
porated into a new large scale defini-
tive map.
There are 2,842 miles of pathways for
walkers and 784 rights-of-way for
horses and cyclists in Hampshire,
equal to the distance from England to
Canada.

The new map incorporates 2,340

alterations, deletions and additions
and will make walking easier to enjoy.
One of the oldest paths recorded
runs from an Iron Age fort to a Roman
villa and the shortest is only three
metres long!
The map is available at
www.hants.gov.uk/rh/row/maps/defin-
itivemaps and also in 15 key public
libraries, including Fareham.

Chairman’s

by Keith Barton

CAMS HILL School
performed well to get
the second best score
for added value at Key
Stage 3 in the 2007
Hampshire Schools
SAT examination.

This is due to reduced
class size (25) for
English, maths and sci-
ence, extra tuition for
pupils with learning
problems and revision
classes during May.

Keith Barton said: “It is
important for pupils to
reach levels 5 & 6 in KS
3 as this sets the scene
for good results at
GCSE. We congratulate
Cams Hill School on this
excellent performance”

Valued service

The County Council had
to provide £27,000 to
keep the 101 non-emer-
gency call centre service
operational for the next
year, after the Home
Office withdrew funding.

This is a direct line for
reporting  anti-social
behaviour, fly tipping,
noise nuisance, vandal-
ism and other non-
emergencies.

Keith Barton said: “It is
valued by our population
who have made
350,000 calls in the
year; it also frees up the
999 number for more
urgent calls”.

FAREHAM EAST CONSERVATIVES

We are very active with social and political events and membership drives. If you would like further details, to join us, or
to help in any way such as distribution of In Touch newsletters in your road, please contact your councillors.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS — Hampshire Fareham Town Division

John Bryant
14 Highlands Road

Fareham PO16 7XL

Tel: 01329 281427

email: john.bryant@hants.gov.uk

Raymond Ellis
20 Cams Hill
Fareham PO16 8RB
Tel: 01329 236127

email: raymond.ellis@btinternet.com
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1 Pour man in
Pestminster

IFYOU LISTEN to the forecasters, it would
gopear We are entering uncertain economic
times. The credit crunch, which kicked off in
the US, is having its impect here with many
homeowners facing higher interest retes.

This compounded with higher energy
prices and increesing taxes means that many
people face areduction in living Sandards.

Sadly, thismeansfor many peoplered chd-
lengesin paying hills and meeting mortgage
repayments. We dtarted to see evidence of this
lest year with repossessions increesing by
21% compared to 2006. Nationdly, the
Citizens Advice Bureau is receiving more
and more queries about debt and seeing 6,600
new debt problems aday.

The Government is compounding the prob-
lem through higher taxes. Because of ashort-
fdl in Government funding and despite the
best efforts of coundils like Fareham, we will
see counal tax bills rise faster then inflation.
More tax changes in April such as the dou-
bling of the 10 pencerate to 20 pence will hit
young people and those in ther early 60s
hard. The Government can do little to help
those finding it hard to make ends mest
because it borrowed so much in the good
timesthat it hasto keep atight grip on spend-
ing and taxes in the more uncertain times we
ae in now. Prudent management of the
nation’s finances would have given us much
more room for manoeuvre. The Government
has et hardworking families down.

If you nead help to manage finances, you
should contact the CAB or the Consumer
Credit Counsdlling Service or gpproach your
bank and building society.

Mismanagement of the economy by
Gordon Brown and Aligar Daling hes a
knock-on effect on our own finances. Ther
failure to prepare for arainy day means that
the heavens could open onus

*You may contact Mark via his office
14 Eagt Street, Fareham PO16 OBN.
Telephone 01329 233573

email: mail@mar khoban.com

Higher police profile leads to

13% Fare

CRIME figures for
Fareham have fallen
dramatically, thanks
to higher profile polic-
ing and a crackdown
on blackspots.

“We have invested heavily in more bike and
foot patrols and hope you have seen a differ-
ence,” said Borough Commander Chief
Inspector Steve Wallace.

Figures show a 13% decrease for 2007-08
and surveys showed 89% of residents per-
ceive low crime as making Fareham a good
place to live.

“Itis safe after dark in Fareham - most violent
offences occur between parties who are
known to each other.

“Criminal damage and graffiti are down 23%
and are a top priority. There are very few drug
related problems in Fareham and a zero toler-
ance approach,” said Chief Inspector Wallace.

“The Borough alcohol ban is very effective
and we can show it has reduced rowdy and
drunken behaviour. Supply to juveniles is also
a top priority. Unfortunately, parents often pro-
vide the alcohol and some licensed premises
sell to juveniles.

“We also carry out regular truancy patrols
calling on regular absentees at home.

“We want to know what your neighbourhood
priorities are. Parking, speeding and littering
are the main issues raised. We target speed-
ing hotspots you raise and 27 tickets were

nam crime fall

issued on one day alone.

“Accidents are down and any speeding
enforcement is based on accidents and
speeding data,” he said.

He appealed for more community intelli-
gence and asked people to use the
Crimestoppers 0800 555111 number.

Fareham Police and the Community Safety
Partnership are committed to make Fareham
even safer, with the Safer Neighbourhood
Teams offering a local presence.

“One final plea... too many crimes read ‘Bike
left unlocked’, ‘Satnav stolen from unlocked
car’, ‘Entry via unlocked rear door...

“We need your help to prevent offences as
most crime is in Fareham is opportunist.

“We do catch and charge a lot of criminals,
but it is no secret that imprisonment is often a
last resort for the courts and many are
released early. My advice is to avoid becom-
ing a victim if at all possible.”

Council wins extended bus pass times

OVER 60s and those with
qualifying disabilities will
benefit from an extension
to the hours of the new
national bus concession.

Free travel will apply from
9am until 12.59am Monday
to Friday for journeys which
start within the borough of
Fareham.

This is an extra two and a
half hours’ free travel each
day as well as the statutory
minimum  (which is from
9.30am until 11pm Monday
to Friday and all times at
weekends and bank holi-
days).

Executive  Leader  of
Fareham Borough Council,
Councillor Sean Woodward,
said:

“We have successfully
negotiated this extension
with bus operators to allow
bus pass holders to travel

free from 9am, which is
important for those who have
doctors’ and hospital appoint-
ments.”

From April 1, people who
qualify will be able to enjoy
free off-peak local bus travel
on buses anywhere in
England.

Existing pass holders do
not need to reapply; their new
pass will be sent to them by
March 31.

The new national passes
will be valid for five years.
There will be two types:

Passes with a blue stripe
down the right-hand side are
for the over 60s.

Those with the orange strip
are for disabled residents.

In addition to the national
standard scheme, Fareham
will continue to provide £35
worth of tokens for an admin-
istration fee of £5.

Visit our website www.farehamconservatives.org.uk

This concession is available
to eligible disabled residents
and those currently in receipt
of travel tokens.

Itis offered as an alternative
to the bus pass and is renew-
able annually.

Companion passes are
available for disabled per-
sons who cannot travel
alone. They allow holders
and one companion to travel
free within and directly to and
from the borough of
Fareham.

As this concession is pro-
vided solely by Fareham
Council, it cannot be used in
other areas of England.
Those eligible will receive two
passes — a national standard
pass and a Fareham Council
pass.
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