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We keep In Touch throughout the year - not just at election time

COUNCIL staff take a
rest from clearing snow
at the Rainbow Centre
car park at Cams Alders.

‘The Three Amigos’ (l to r)
Tony Hopkins, Paul Carter
and Charlie Read gave up
their lunch breaks to help
centre staff and volunteers.

It was one of countless
examples of how people
across the Borough rallied
in true community spirit.

Summer start
for residents’
town centre
parking plan
THE LONG awaited
parking scheme for
residents living in and
near Fareham's town
centre should be in
place this summer. 

The Borough Council
undertook two consulta-
tions to try to make it
acceptable to most.  

An exhibition in
Ferneham Hall enabled
residents to discuss the
plans with officers and
give feedback.

Changes were made
and  modified proposals
were sent out for con-
sultation in the autumn.  

A street-by-street
analysis allowed the
scheme to be tailored to
residents' preferences
as far as possible, some
roads having a permit
system  and others
restrictions on when and
where vehicles can
park.   

Existing schemes in
King’s Road and
Queen’s Road will be
incorporated.

Arrangements will be
made for essential serv-
ices that have to visit in
permit scheme roads
and there will also be
temporary parking per-
mits for visitors.

It is hoped it will be
running by the end of
July, but the Council will
review it during the first
6 months of operation.

Councillor Pam Bryant
said although the
scheme must be self-
financing, it was not
intended to be a way for
the council to raise
money and permit costs
would be kept as low as
possible.

Council volunteers answer the call of the community

Zero rated: Tories find the ‘holy
grail’ of top value for lowest tax
HOW DO they keep doing it year after year?

Fareham’s Tory councillors have set another
record low budget.

This time a ZERO rise.
The Borough Council’s element at £140 for a

Band D property remains almost the lowest in
England.

Executive Leader Seán Woodward explained: “I
am often asked how we achieve the holy grail of
good services with a low council tax, despite a low
government grant.  

“My reply is always that we seek to do more with
less, using innovative means to save money with-
out damaging the frontline services on which our
residents depend.”

Delivering his 11th budget speech, he said the
average property in Fareham was band C which
would continue to pay just £125 a year.

Borough Council services cost only 34p per day
per household.  

“Contrast that with nearest neighbour Gosport,
which charges 44% more than Fareham despite
receiving double the grant per head from the gov-
ernment,” he stated.

Several districts in Hampshire hide their council
tax rises by passing services to parish councils to
run, but  Fareham cannot do that as it has no
parishes.  

Nearby parish councils, Whiteley for example,

have raised their tax by 250% in just 3 years.  
“Most district councils receive far more in govern-

ment revenue support grant per head of population
than Fareham, yet we still have a low tax.  

“Despite having a high tax rise, most are sacking
staff and slashing services – we are maintaining
and, in a number of cases, improving our services.”

Pressures facing the Council are similar to those
experienced by many families, but on a larger scale
– costs rising and income not increasing or, in the
case of interest on savings, actually dropping.  

The fall in interest rates, while good news for those
with mortgages, has seen the Council’s income on
its investments fall by up to £1,000,000 per year.  

Every £40,000 lost equals around a 1% council
tax increase to make up, so the fact that there is no
increase is even more remarkable.  

The Council agreed the following as part of the
budget:

•£500,000 to a Matched Funding Account to which
organisations in the Borough can bid to fund capital
schemes.  For every £1 of council taxpayers’ cash,
it means £2 to £3 of worthwhile schemes such as
new school sports facilities, sports club houses etc.

•£15,000 for flashing 30mph speed limit reminder
signs to use  as requested by residents.

•£1.3m to the capital programme to enable refur-
bishment or replacement of sports pavilions and
community centres.

County Council
budget figures
Council tax for
Hampshire County
Council will be
increased by 1.9%

Police Authority’s
tax will rise by 2.9%
and the Fire Service’s
by 1.8% This gives a
total bill for a band D
property in Fareham
of £1,385.73, an
increase of £24.93.

CCTV upgrade means you WILL be caught on camera
THERE will be no escape for
criminals captured on CCTV at
Fareham’s upgraded control
centre.

Digital cameras and displays can
record at up to 25 images per sec-
ond; 12.5 is more than enough for

successful prosecutions.
Police at Fareham and Park Gate

can log into the system to save
time investigating incidents.

It features unique mapping and
display of camera locations across
the Borough. New keyboard and

joystick controls enable operators
quickly to control cameras inde-
pendently.

Extra cameras to be connected
include 5 for the new rapid bus
route, 2 for Broadlaw Walk and 2
for the Quay Street Tesco store.

    



Planning decisions
The Planning
D e v e l o p m e n t
Committee refused an
application to partially
demolish 74 Kiln Road
and build a 30-bed res-
idential home.

Permission was given
for two replacement
dwellings at 9 Kiln
Road, but the ancient
pond area at the rear
must remain as open
space and be fenced to
protect the gold crested
newts. 

CAT meetings
The next Fareham
North East Community
Action Team meeting
will be on July 15 at
Funtley Social Club. 

Should you wish to
have items on the
agenda or a major topic
covered contact the
chairman,  Councillor
John Bryant.

Postal votes 
If you feel it’s more con-
venient or if you are
away during elections,
you can register to vote
by post or nominate
someone to cast your
vote at the poling sta-
tion. Contact Election
Services  on 01329
236100 or email ssar-
ling@fareham.gov.uk

Purse thieves
Beware purse thieves,
who are often active
between noon and
3pm. 

They mostly  target
the elderly,  often while
they are in or near char-
ity shops. 

Victims will feel some-
body brush against
them and later notice
their purse is missing. 

For free lanyards to
anchor your purse safe-
ly in your bag contact
Fareham Police  on
0845 045 4545.  

WARD
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NEW parking stan-
dards will be intro-
duced for future
housing develop-
ments in Fareham. 

The Borough Council
has managed to get
around the ludicrous
figure of 1.5 spaces
per household dictated
by the Government.

This produced a
nightmare for planners
who had to obey
Whitehall guidelines
over the past 10 years.

G o v e r n m e n t
believed that by pre-
venting people from
parking at new proper-
ties it would reduce
car usage.

Like many Labour
ideas it didn’t work.

Fareham Council
tried to circumvent the
rules by agreeing to
use average parking
across the borough to
equal the target, allow-
ing some flexibility.

But it still resulted in
new developments
with insufficient park-
ing  and caused
severe problems.

Last November, as a
result of the Local
D e v e l o p m e n t
Framework process,
Fareham was able to
introduce new parking
standards for future
developments.  

These are based on
the number of bed-
rooms a property has
which seems far more
reasonable.  

Garages - which tend
to be used for storing
anything but a car - will
not normally count as
a parking space.

Councillor John
Bryant  said: "We can't
do much about devel-
opments already
approved and built,
but this change does
allow Fareham to get it
right for the future.”

‘Ludicrous’
1.5 parking 
spaces per
property rule
is ditched

TORY-RUN Hampshire County
Council gives great value for
money. 

The Council was praised for excellent
financial management that has kept
council tax low and made savings to
reinvest in improved services. 

The judgement is part of the new and
more demanding Use of Resources
assessment from the Audit
Commission.

The audit highlighted the Council’s
‘innovative approach to securing value
for money’ and ‘strong track record in
delivering efficiency savings’ - some
£57m to date. Here are some of them: 

•£4.7m saved last year through the
renegotiation of Hampshire’s waste
management contract – with an addi-
tional £3.3m ongoing savings.

•£2.5m invested in in-house foster
carers to save on costly alternative
care. 

•Changes in care for children in
Hampshire saved £1m  from residen-
tial care that was reinvested in care in
the community

•The Public Finance Initiative street-
lighting project specification amended
to secure reduced carbon emissions

•The Council’s Workstyle agenda
aims to make better use of office
space. The refurbishment of its head-
quarters  will increase the capacity of
the building, save money on leased
accommodation and energy costs. 

County Councillor John Bryant, vice-
chairman of the Audit Committee, said: 

“The County Council strives to pro-
vide 1.5 million residents with top qual-
ity services with the lowest possible
council tax to give them more for less
and very good value for money. 

“This year we were one of only three
county councils to be rated as ‘per-
forms excellently’ and we have kept
our council tax rise down to 1.9% – the
lowest in the whole of the South East.

“With the lowest level of Government
funding nationally and more people
needing our help, the only way we can
continue to do this is to make our £1.75
billion budget go further and always
seek opportunities to make savings to
reinvest in improving services.” 

The Commission did not highlight
any specific areas for improvement,
but did offer some hints as to how the
Council could take its performance to
the next level. 

Hampshire rated ‘excellent’
for giving taxpayers value

IT’S HARD to digest, but the aver-
age family throws away £50 worth
of food every month.

So Fareham’s Waste and
Recycling team organised a series
of exhibitions and demonstrations
offering advice to avoid food waste.

Council officers were on hand to
advise and encourage people to
look at the amount of food they
waste, how to use up common left-
overs and top tips on shopping wise-
ly and saving money.   

It was the second successive year
that the event had been held and it
attracted over 400 visitors to the
stalls in Fareham, Portchester and

Locks Heath, where information and
recipe cards with tips on how to
‘Love food, hate waste’ were hand-
ed out. 

Councillor Pam Bryant said:
“National statistics show that an
average family throws away £50
worth of food each month, which
they have bought but not eaten.
That’s a lot of money and food to
waste, particularly when times are
hard.” 

She praised soldiers from 33 Field
Hospital for giving up their time to
come and cook, and demonstrate
the many ways in which left-over
foods can be used.

What a waste! Fareham households
bin £50 worth of food every month

HAMPSHIRE’S rejuve-
nated libraries are get-
ting accolades from
the public and award-
ing bodies.

Serving a population
of 1.3m,  the service is
one of the biggest in the
country, with 53 libraries
and discovery centres,

24 mobiles and nearly
7m visits last year. 

Key to success has
been listening to the
public and tailoring the
service to their needs.

County Councillor
John Bryant said:
“People want to access
library services from

home, office or while
travelling, so we have
introduced a range of
on-line services.”

E-audio and e-book
download technology
are coming to the web-
site so library card hold-
ers can download con-
tent for free.

New technology revitalises Hants libraries
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FAREHAM NORTH & NORTH WEST CONSERVATIVES
We are very active with social and political events and membership drives. If you would like further details,
to join us, or to help in any way such as distribution of In Touch newsletters in your road,  please contact
your ward councillors.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Fareham Town

WARD COUNCILLORS
Fareham North

Raymond Ellis
20 Cams Hill 
Fareham PO16 8RB 
Tel: 01329 236127
email:raymond.ellis@hants.gov.uk

John Bryant
14 Highlands Road
Fareham PO16 7XL
Tel: 01329 281427
email:cllrbryant@fareham.gov.uk

John Bryant 
14 Highlands Road
Fareham PO16 7XL
Tel: 01329 281427
email: john.bryant@hants.gov.uk

Pamela Bryant
14 Highlands Road
Fareham PO16 7XL
Tel: 01329 281427
email:cllrbryant@fareham.gov.uk

In Touch Editor
Fareham NW

Edition 

Nick Gregory
81 Abbey Road
Fareham PO15 5HW
Tel: 07748 640737 
email: community-
voice@btinternet.com

BLOW the whistle on
housing cheats and
earn yourself £200.

It’s the reward for
reporting tenants ille-
gally sub-letting coun-
cil or housing associa-
tion properties subse-
quently allocated to
persons on the waiting
list.

The Borough Council
has been awarded a
£10,000 grant under
the Government’s
scheme to crack  down
on the cheats.

Councillor Pam
Bryant commented: “I
welcome this
scheme.”     

£200 reward
for housing
cheat grasses

THE County Council
has a contract with
deafPLUS for its early
intervention service
which provides half-
day sessions per
years.

In Touch editor Nick
Gregory said: “It was
good to have its mobile
minibus visited Fareham
at the end of November
and it is hoped that this
valuable service, which
is free to deaf and hard
of hearing people and
their families and carers,
will visit the town again
soon.” 

It has a wide range of
the latest technology for
people to try, including
TV and radio listening
devices, amplified
phones and phones that
work with inductive
loops, mimicoms, vibrat-
ing alarm clocks and
smoke alarms, and per-
sonal listeners. 

Latest devices
offer valuable
aids to deaf

FAREHAM traders
found a series of busi-
ness courses helpful
during the recession.

The Town Centre
Management has been
working with the
Borough and County
Councils to offer free
advice and training to 90
independent retailers
currently trading in the
town centre. 

The courses, held at
Community Action
Fareham in West
Street, were welcomed
by many traders.   

Traders helped

Nick throws some light on
‘new lamps for old’ project
IT DIDN’T take long for Nick
Gregory to roll up his sleeves after
he joined Fareham North West
Conservatives’ action team.

Aided by County Councillor John
Bryant, he followed up complaints
about tatty street lights and quickly got
answers from the County Council.

“Work to replace and maintain
250,000 streetlights across Hampshire
is at last a step nearer. 

“A five-year private finance initiative
will be carried out by Southern Electric
Contracting and all lighting columns
over 15 years old – about 150,000 in
total –  and all lanterns will be replaced
by new high efficiency units.

“Focus for the following 20 years will
be on maintaining and operating the
new lights to a high standard.

“I hope that once the project is up and
running many areas in Fareham North
West ward will be upgraded,” he said.

Nick is 46 and married his wife,
Amanda, at St Mary’s, Portchester
Castle when he left the Army in 1989.
They have two daughters.

He owns and runs a children’s nurs-
ery / pre-school with his wife where,
with 12 staff, they look after 110 chil-
dren during the week.

He is also studying at Portsmouth
University  for a degree in Early Years
Education.

Earlier, he was employed as a serv-
ice manager for a main Mercedes
dealership in Fareham and worked at
Vosper Thornycroft on the Seacat ves-
sel in Portchester after serving with the
Royal Engineers, doing various tours
in many countries around the world.

Before joining the Army, he worked
for Castle Bodyworks off Castle Street
after completing an apprenticeship in
metalwork and welding.

“I have fond memories of Portchester
having grown up around this area,
playing along the shoreline and the
castle as a child.” 

After moving to Fareham 14 years
ago, he felt it was time to give some-
thing back to the community.

He came up with Community Voice, a
publication in which people in North
West Ward can express their opinions.

If you bring any matters to Nick’s
attention, he promises to come back
with an answer within 48 hours.

He added: “This is not a replacement
for the Fareham Community Action
Team.  I hope it will support their great
work and the impact that CAT has on
our communities in Fareham.” 

Photo: Nick Gregory (left) is shown a
rusty lamp standard on the corner of
Privett Road and V alentine Close by
resident Karl James.

Speed reminders
FAREHAM Council
currently has two
speed limit reminder
devices (SLR).

Deployment of SLRs
will in future be decided
in liaison with
Community Action
Teams.
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HUNDREDS of empty coke cans went into
making this life-size bull to beef up the
recycling message.

But it’s no bull that people are buying less in
the recession, so they put less in their bins.

Fareham has seen a 5.5% reduction in green
top bin waste and a 6% fall in blue top bin recy-
clables.But the Borough’s recycling rate still

reached 39.6% in
October.

“An excellent figure and we aim to achieve
the target for 2010 of 40%, although any con-
tinuation of reductions in total waste will make
this a challenge,” said Councillor Keith Evans,
Executive Member for Streetscene.

Fareham is one of only three districts in
Hampshire to provide free garden waste col-
lection, although it had to be restricted to one
bag per household.

One in four households generates more and
they can buy disposable bags – £20 for a roll

of 25 sacks or £5 for a roll of 5 – which
will be collected with the green waste bags.

He added: “Fareham residents are among
the best recyclers in the country. It’s a good

performance, but one we intend to improve
w i t h
a d v i c e

and encour-
agement.”

Visit our website  www.farehamconservatives.org.uk

I was talking to pupils at a couple of
schools in Portchester recently about

the need to get involved when you see
something happening to a place or a
service that matters to you.  

It was a theme echoed by a couple I
met from Locks Heath who asked me to
support a campaign to protect children’s
services at Southampton General.   

Change is one of the main reasons why
people get involved in politics. It cer-
tainly motivated me to get involved
when I was 16. It still drives me today.

As a politician, change can mean
resolving a constituent’s problem or per-
suading the Government to change tack. 

After the longest and deepest recession
since the 1920s, it is clear we cannot go
on like this. The country needs so many
changes to get back onto the right track. 

When I talk to local businesses, they
tell me they want interest rates to remain
as low as possible as long as possible,
but unless we reduce Government bor-
rowing, this won’t be possible. But
Gordon Brown is fighting shy of making
the difficult decisions that are needed to
encourage economic recovery. 

In the health service and in our
schools, I hear examples of where staff
are required to put into practice deci-
sions made in Whitehall that don’t meet
the needs of local people. Shouldn’t we
be giving our doctors, nurses and teach-
ers the authority to do the right thing for
pupils and patients rather than be dictat-
ed to by Whitehall?

2010 is the start of a new decade. I feel
that we have been stuck in a rut in the
last few years. I believe that 2010 must
be a year for change in our country. We
cannot afford another wasted decade.   

•Contact Mark via his office:  
14 East Street, Fareham PO16 0BN
Telephone: 01329 233573
email: mail@markhoban.com

YYoouurr mmaann iinn
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By 
Mark Hoban

MP for Fareham

In Touch is published by Fareham N
& NW Conservatives, 14 Highlands
Road, Fareham PO16 7XL and print-
ed by Bishops Printers Limited,
Fitzherbert Road, Farlington,
Portsmouth PO6 1RU.

PLANS to provide each of Fareham’s
neighbourhood areas with modern com-
munity facilities are under way.

Top of the list is Portchester Community
Centre where options for raising the £1.7m
cost are being considered, but others (some
pictured) also need urgent attention.

The Council’s policy objectives prioritised
the need to review the use of its community
buildings, rationalise their provision and, as
appropriate, modernise them by 2012.

The review set out a longer-term, innova-
tive approach to the provision of Council
community-owned buildings, including
sports pavilions and community centres. 

The vision to provide a well-designed,
modern community centre in each of the six
neighbourhood Community Action Team
areas was agreed by the Executive, which
pledged £500,000 towards the initiative, plus

£40,000 for a community buildings health
and safety fund.

A phased imple-
mentation 

programme was agreed, aimed at complet-
ing needs assessments and developing a
master plan for each area.

An advisory group to the Executive was set
up, primarily to consider obtaining funding
for the provision of a new community centre
at Portchester following consultations with
residents and a needs assessment. 

Executive Member for Community
Councillor Mrs Connie Hockley chairs the
group, which  includes the five Porchester
ward councillors, representatives from
Portchester Community Association and the
County Council.

The Executive also approved refurbish-
ment of the sports changing rooms at
Osborne Road, Warsash, Sarisbury Green
and Allotment Road, Sarisbury.

Phase 2  - the Crofton CAT area - will
start when the Portchester proj-
ect is finished.

Borough-wide community centre
modernisation plans under way

Bath Lane, Fareham pavilion

Osborne Road, Warsash officials’ changing rooms (left) and players’ changing rooms

Portchester Community Centre

It’s no bull – less spending reduces waste


